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Alvarez, Julia. BEFORE WE WERE 

FREE 

In the early 1960’s in the 

Dominican Republic, 12-year-old 

Anita learns that her family is 

involved in the underground 

movement to end the bloody rule 

of the dictator, General Trujillo. 

Anderson, Laurie Halse. FEVER, 1793 

In 1793 Philadelphia, 16-year-old 

Matilda Cook, separated from her 

sick mother, learns about 

perseverance and self-reliance 

when she is forced to cope with 

the horrors of yellow fever. 

Bagdasarian, Adam. FORGOTTEN 

FIRE 

12-year-old Vahan Kenderian 

struggles to survive alone after 

witnessing the deaths of loved 

ones during the Armenian 

massacres of the early 20th 

century. 

Chotjewitz, David. DANIEL HALF 

HUMAN AND THE GOOD NAZI 

Young Daniel Kraushaar and his 

friends dream of joining Hitler 

Youth in 1930’s Germany, but 

when Daniel learns his mother is 

Jewish his connections to the Nazis 

will have fateful consequences. 

Curtis, Christopher Paul. THE 

WATSONS GO TO BIRMINGHAM 

The ordinary interactions and 

everyday routines of the Watsons, 

an African American family living in 

Flint, Michigan, are drastically 

changed after they go to visit 

Grandma in Alabama in the 

summer of 1963. 

Donnelly, Jennifer. A NORTHERN 

LIGHT 

In 1906, 16-year-old Mattie, 

determined to attend college and 

be a writer against the wishes of 

her father and fiance, takes a job 

at a summer inn where she 

discovers the truth about the death 

of a guest.  

Draper, Sharon. COPPER SUN 

Two 15-year-old girls—one a slave 

and the other an indentured 

servant—escape their Carolina 

plantation and try to make their 

way to a Spanish colony in Florida 

that gives sanctuary to slaves. 

Geras, Adele. TROY 

Told from the point-of-view of the 

women of Troy, portrays the last 

weeks of the Trojan War, when 

women are sick of tending the 

wounded, men are tired of 

fighting, and bored gods and 

goddesses find ways to stir things 

up. 

Gratz, Alan. SAMURAI SHORTSTOP 

While obtaining a Western 

education at a prestigious 

Japanese boarding school in 1890, 

16-year-old Toyo also receives 

traditional samurai training. 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson. 

UPRISING 

In 1927, at the urging of 21-year-

old Harriet, Mrs. Livingston 

reluctantly recalls her experience 

at the Triangle Shirtwaist factory, 

including the strike and fire that 

took the lives of her two best 

friends. 

Hamley, Dennis. WITHOUT 

WARNING: ELLEN’S STORY 

1914-1918 

An English working-class girl 

comes of age during World War I, 

as she witnesses the horrors of 

war and decides to become a 

nurse on the front lines. 

Hooper, Mary. NEWES FROM THE 

DEAD  

In 1650, a young housemaid Anne 

Green is presumed dead after 

being hanged for infanticide, only 

to be found barely alive as her 

body is about to be dissected for 

medical research. 

Lester, Julius. DAY OF TEARS  

Because of gambling debts and 

greed, Pierce Butler decides to 

host the biggest slave auction in 

American history and breaks a 

promise by selling Emma, his 

most-valued slave and caretaker of 

his children. 



Napoli, Donna Jo. HUSH: AN IRISH 

PRINCESS’ TALE 

15-year-old Melkorka, an Irish 

princess, is kidnapped by Russian 

slave traders and not only learns 

how to survive but to challenge 

some of the brutality of her 

captors. 

Peck, Richard. THE RIVER BETWEEN 

US 

During the early days of the Civil 

War, the Pruitt family takes in two 

mysterious young ladies who have 

fled New Orleans to come north to 

Illinois. 

Rees, Celia. WITCH CHILD 

In 1659, 14-year-old Mary 

Newbury keeps a journal of her 

voyage from England to the New 

World and her experiences living 

as a witch in a community of 

Puritans near Salem, Mass. 

Rinaldi, Ann. THE REDHEADED 

PRINCESS 

In 1542, 9-year-old Lady Elizabeth 

strives to get back into the good 

graces of her father, King Henry 

VIII, and as the years pass she 

finds herself next in line to ascend 

the throne of England in 1558.  

Ruby, Lois. SHANGHAI SHADOWS 

When Nazis occupy Austria, Ilse 

and her family escape to Japanese-

occupied China, but when harsh 

living conditions force them all to 

move to Shanghai’s Jewish ghetto, 

a life-shattering secret is revealed. 

Ryan, Pam Muñoz. ESPERANZA 

RISING 

Esperanza and her mother are 

forced to leave their life of wealth 

and privilege in Mexico to go work 

in the labor camps of Southern 

California, where they must endure 

harsh conditions on the eve of the 

Great Depression. 

Salisbury, Graham. EYES OF THE 

EMPEROR 

Following orders from the U.S. 

Army, several young Japanese 

American men train K-9 units to 

hunt Asians during World War II. 

Whelan, Gloria. PARADE OF 

SHADOWS 

In 1907, 16-year-old Julie 

Hamilton accompanies her 

diplomat father on a tour of the 

Ottoman-controlled cities of 

Istanbul, Damascus, Palmyra, and 

Aleppo and soon begins to uncover 

her father’s true mission. 

Yep, Laurence. DRAGON’S GATE 

When he accidentally kills a 

Manchu, a 15-year-old boy is sent 

to American to join his family to 

build a tunnel for the 

transcontinental railroad through 

the Sierra Nevada Mountains in 

1867. 
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